
5

ִ ח ֵצר ְגּדוֹ ָלה ָהְי ָתה ִבירוּ ָשׁ ַלִים, וּ ֵבית ַיעְ ֵזק ָהְי ָתה ִנ ְקֵראת, וּ ְל ָשׁם כָּ ל ָהעֵ ִדים,

ֶ מ ְתכַּ ְנּ ִסיםָ .וּ ֵבית ִדּין בּוְֹד ִקין אוֹ ָתם ָשׁם. וּ ְסעוּדוֹת ְגּדוֹלוֹת עוֹ ִשׂין ָל ֶהם ִבּ ְשׁ ִביל

 שְׁיּהוּ ְרִגי ִלין ָלבֹא בִּראשׁוָֹנה לֹא ָהיוּ ָזִזין ִמ ָשּׁם כָּ ל ַהיּוֹם, ִה ְת ִקין ַר ָבּן ַגּ ְמ ִלי ֵאל ַהָזּ

ַ ֵקן ֶשְׁיּהוּ ְמ ַהלְּ כִ ין ַא ְל ַפִּיםָ א ָמּה ְלכָ ל רוּ ַח. ְולֹא ֵאלּוּ ִב ְל ַבד, ֶאלָּ א ַאף ַה ֲחכָ ָמה

ֲ ה ָבּ ָאה ְלַילֵּ ד, ְו ַה ָבּא ְל ַהצִּ יל ִמןַ הְדּ ֵל ָקה וּ ִמן ַהַגִּיס וּ ִמן ַהָנּ ָהר וּ ִמן ַה ַמּ ֹפּ ֶלת,

הֵרי ֵאלּוּ כְ ַאְנ ֵשׁי ָהעִ יר, ְוֵישׁ ָל ֶהם ַא ְל ַפִּים ַא ָמּהַ :לכָ ל רוּ ַחְ

There was a large courtyard in Jerusalem, and it was called Bet Y azek. There all the  
witnesses used to assemble and the court would examine them there. They would make  
large feasts for them there so that they would have an incentive to come. Originally they  
used not to leave the place the whole day , but Rabban Gamaliel decreed that they could 

go two thousand cubits from it in any direction. And these were not the only ones [who 

could  go two thousand cubits in any direction], but also a midwife who has come to 

deliver a  child, or one who comes to rescue from a fire or from bandits or from a river 

in flood or  from a building that has fallen in all these are like residents of the town, and 

may go two  thousand cubits [on Shabbat] in any direction.

ַ כֵּ י ַצד בּוְֹד ִקין ֶאת ָהעֵ ִדים. זוּג ֶשׁ ָבּא ִראשׁוֹן, בּוְֹד ִקין אוֹתוֹ ִראשׁוֹן. וּ ַמכְ ִני ִסין ֶאת

 הָגּדוֹל ,שׁ ָבּ ֶהן ְואוֹ ְמִרים לוֹ, ֱא ֹמר, כֵּ י ַצד ָר ִאי ָת ֶאת ַהלְּ ָבָנה, ִלפְ ֵני ַה ַח ָמּה אוֹ ְל

ָ ַא ַחר ַה ַח ָמּהֶ ל ְצפוָֹנהּ אוֹ ִלְדרוֹ ָמהּ, כַּ ָמּה ָהָיה ָגבוֹהַּ וּ ְל ַאִין ָהָיה נוֹ ֶטה, ְוכַ ָמּה

ַ הָיה ָר ָחב. ִאם ָא ַמר ִלפְ ֵניִ ה ַח ָמּה, לֹא ָא ַמר כְּ לוּם. ְו ַא ַחר כָּ  ָהיוּ ַמכְ ִני ִסים ֶאת

ַ ה ֵשִּׁני וּבוְֹד ִקין אוֹתוֹ. ִאם ִנ ְמ ְצאוַּ ד ְבֵרי ֶהם ְמ ֻכָוִּנים, עֵ דוּ ָתן ַקָיּ ֶמת. וּ ְשׁ ָאר כָּ ל

 הזּוּגוֹת שׁוֹ ֲא ִלין אוֹ ָתם ָרא ֵשׁי ְד ָבִרים, לֹא ֶשׁ ָהיוִּ :צִריכִ ין ָל ֶהן, ֶאלָּ א כְּ ֵדי ֶשׁלֹּא ֵי

צאוּ ְבּפַ ֵחי ֶנפֶ שׁ, ִבּ ְשׁ ִביל ֶשְׁיּהוּ ְרִגי ִלים ָלבֹאְְ

How do they test the witnesses?The pair which arrives first, they test them first. They  
bring in the older of them and they say to him, “T ell us, how did you see the moon in 
front of the sun or behind the sun? To the north of it or to the south? How high was it, and 
in which direction was it inclined? And how broad was it?” If he says [he saw it] in front of the 
sun, his evidence is rejected. After that they would bring in the second and test him. If their 
accounts were the same, their evidence was accepted. And the other pairs were only 
questioned briefly, not because they were required at all, but so that they should not go out 
disappointed, so that they would be regular in coming [to testify. 
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