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There was a large courtyard in Jerusalem, and it was called Bet Y = azek. There all the
witnesses used to assemble and the court would examine them there. They would make
large feasts for them there so that they would have an incentive to come. Originally they
used not to leave the place the whole day , but Rabban Gamaliel decreed that they could
go two thousand cubits from it in any direction. And these were not the only ones [who
could go two thousand cubits in any direction], but also a midwife who has come to
deliver a child, or one who comes to rescue from a fire or from bandits or from a river
in flood or from a building that has fallen in all these are like residents of the town, and

may go two thousand cubits [on Shabbat] in any direction.
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How do they test the witnesses?The pair which arrives first, they test them first. They

bring in the older of them and they say to him, “T ell us, how did you see the moon in
front of the sun or behind the sun? To the north of it or to the south? How high was it, and

in which direction was it inclined? And how broad was it?” If he says [he saw it] in front of the
sun, his evidence is rejected. After that they would bring in the second and test him. If their
accounts were the same, their evidence was accepted. And the other pairs were only
guestioned briefly, not because they were required at all, but so that they should not go out
disappointed, so that they would be regular in coming [to testify.





